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Cats

we walked our dogs on Main Street she would lead the way,
the cat, the dog and us strolling up to the movie theater,
then back to our house off Main Street.

There have been a number of cats on the farm over the She had lots of kittens but usually not at our home.
years. One cat moved with us from Northport. She had
at least nine incredible lives over the time we knew her
and almost as many names. I had picked her up on a back
road in New Jersey as a kitten. As I was traveling, she
was lovingly named Fahrt, (german for travel), as we were
on the road, but also because of the pungent odors she
exuded! She had an unusual personality (l imagine all cat
owners are now thinking, what cat doesn't!) that ranged
from sweetness to downright spitefulness. I suppose some
of her negative aberrations came from her incredible independence coupled with my indifference to her. I am a
dog person and except for the first months of her life she
was second fiddle to many dogs. She kept them at paw's
distance but more than once supported them in their own
peculiar habits. Once, while we lived by Northport Bay,
our Weimaraner got out and harassed a small dog being
walked along Bayview Avenue. He had pounced on the
little dog and was growling and carefully rolling the dog in
his mouth as large dogs will do to their smaller annoying
relatives. The lady was screaming and as we ran out of
the house to help her, the cat flew out ahead of us, crossed
the street and began to rake the ladies legs. We grabbed
the dog with perfuse apologies and shushed the cat away,
asking, "who's cat is this?". She had disappeared into the
bushes and was nowhere to be seen. Late at night when

She
would curl up under the hardware store halfway up Main
Street, have her kittens, wait a few days till she felt they
were big enough and then carry them one by one across
the busy street, stopping traffic, bringing them back home.
Often we would hear of her antics around town. One of the
best was a recounting of how she got a fish hook through
her tongue while she was waiting for a freshly caught fish
to flop around on the dock. Seems she mistook a live bait
fish for a flopper and got the hook caught in her mouth. A
kind hearted fellow picked her up and took her to a vet to
get the hook out, then brought her back to the dock and
released her as she was full of milk for her kittens.

I could go on and on about her escapes from death over the
years we lived with her. When we moved here she set up
a spot in the barn till she moved out to take up residence
with our neighbor Marian who had a cat and a cat door
that Ferulli (another name!) used as a convenient means
to steal the tasty cat foods that were being offered to the
neighbor cat. It took Marian a few weeks to figure out what
was happening. She simply increased the amount of food
and eventually asked if our "Tabby" could live with her.
Of course we agreed. She lived her last years as a queen
and died at nineteen. She was the first pet to be buried up
Continued overleaf
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on the hill by the flagpole. Her stone has five names on it.

We had other cats over the years. Most meandered in from

who knows where, others were given to us as farm cats.
The farm was not kind to those cats as we were raising our
Jack Russell Terriers at the time and they hated cats. I
can think of only one cat, Jessie Cat, who lasted more than
a couple of years in the barn. She immediately jumped up
and out of the way as soon as she saw the dogs. But even
she eventually was done in by them. Because of that we
had no cats around to take care of
the vermin that habituate farms
if left unchecked. Our rat population grew without feline presence
and especially increased after we
stopped raising the Jacks.

A couple of years back Lindsey

asked if she could bring three
black feral kittens to the farm
to be resident farm cats. She
had found the three wet and bedraggled babies in a rainstorm
near her house. We thought
that might work, so she and
Sam set out to acclimate them to
our environs. They fed them up
in the loft and, as they grew, began to bring them down
to be handled by the camp kids and visitors. We had
them spayed at Kent Animal Shelter (that's why they
have clipped left ears). Sam trained them to run around
the barn with a laser pointer that they could not resist.
Eventually they were let loose and
within a few months the english
sparrows that made nests inside
the barn were evicted and our rat
population eradicated. The three
of them were named Lightning,
who has just a few white hairs on
her forehead, Thunder who is all
black, and Storm who has a white
belly and paws. They each have
different farm habits. Storm likes
the greenhouse and stalks around
there. Lightning is very friendly
and often by the house and wandering around during class visits.
And Thunder is seldom seen but
is an excellent tree climber and hunter. Jean says, "you
can see a Storm and Lightning but you don't see Thunder".

Cats come in many varieties and sizes. We've had our
share. When I lived in the city I had two siamese cats, a
seal point and a blue point. These cats are an albinism.
They are not all white but have color on the tips of their
extremities and usually have blue, often crossed, eyes.
On the farm we had a flame point siamese with red tabby
tips, very crossed blue eyes and had extra toes and claws
as he was polydactyly, which is particularly common in the

northeast! We also had a beautiful black polydactyl cat
with extra paws and blue eyes that was born to a siamese
seal point that mated with a common housecat. Since
Siamese is an albinism the color reverts back to black as
the dominant color.

We, like others, have had many different sized cats.

The
largest breed are Maine Coon cats who can weigh twenty
pounds or more. The heaviest Tabby weighed almost 47
pounds! Guinness does not recognize cat weights anymore
to discourage overfeeding. There are also small cats that
weigh just a pound and a half. All
breeds of domestic cats carry just
over 96% tiger genes! They come
in all kinds of variations but still
look like cats, unlike dogs who all
evolved from ancient wolves but
have been bred to odd proportions
sizes and uses.
C ats are cool! They are like
an alto sax player who lulls you
into another world. After all,
'fog comes in on little cat feet'.
Some seem to have an attitude
of superiority while others want
to cuddle all the time. They all
have personalities. These desert
felines were domesticated four
thousand years ago in Egypt as they were lured to human
habitations to hunt the vermin associated with grain production. Soon they were tamed, then venerated to become
the goddess Bastet around 3100 BC.

They have all kinds of unusual traits.

They, like camels
and giraffes, move their right feet
first then the lefts, no other animals have this gait. A house cat
could beat the fastest human in a
200 meter dash, and are able to
jump six times their length. They
have the largest eyes relative to
head size than any other mammal and, although near sighted,
can see in 1/6th the light we need.
They have only 30 sharp teeth,
(dogs, 42), that have evolved to
aid in the carnivorous diet cats
enjoy. Humans have 206 bones,
cats 230. Since they came from
desert environs, they need little water and heat does not
bother them until it reaches over 125 degrees Fahrenheit.
They are fastidious, spending up to a third of their waking
hours cleaning themselves with their raspy tongue. They
often sleep 12 - 16 hours in a day. They, like rabbits, can
easily be trained to a litter box or a toilet! Their scat is dry
and smells! Again a throwback to desert conditions where
water was conserved. They are solitary hunters who have
been responsible for 33 extinctions, mostly birds. They
seem to play with their prey but it is thought that this is
just so that they are sure the quarry will not hurt them.

Continued from second page
A group of kittens is called a kindle and a group of cats
a clowder, clutter, glaring, or pounce. They are the most
popular pet. Dogs have 10 vocalizations, cats 100 and
nearly twice the neurons in their cerebral cortex as dogs.
Cats use their tails to communicate. If it's question mark
shaped it wants to play, if vibrating, happy to see you, if it
drapes over you, it is a symbol of friendship, if it is puffed
up the animal is being defensive, if it wags, watch out!
They have retractable front claws that curve downward,
that's why they back down trees and why they can walk
so silently. Cats living with people meow, wild ones do
not. Their purring seems to sooth them and the 25 - 150
frequency is the same at which muscles and bones repair

T-Shirts
We have been making farm T-shirts from the first Ka-

boona Tee in 1985, till this year's camp shirt that will have
cats as the theme. I seldom wear any
other shirts during the year and yet
I have amassed hundreds of T shirts.
A few years back Diane Schwindt
graciously shared her apron collection
with us. I ran clotheslines around the
back lawn area and hung them for a
couple of days till Diane realized that
they were fading in the sun and had
to be taken down. I'm planning to
find all of the old Tees I've saved over
the years and do the same this spring.
While I was conjuring up that exhibit
I delved into the history of this now
ubiquitous apparel.

T-shirts haven't been around that long. Before their use,
unions suits, or one piece top and bottoms, were the preferred
underwear. Often these had buttons not only at the neck and
front but also to close the flap in the
back! Kir's graduation speaker, Norman Vaughan, who ran the dogs for
Byrd's Antarctica expedition, told of
the use of three legged long underwear
that were invented so that the men
could use two legs, then turn those
inside out, then add the other leg into
the mix and get more cleanliness from
the altered long johns, as they could
not wash the garments for months!
Some folks cut their one piece 'johns'
in half, added a waistband making
these undergarments more versatile,
especially in hot environs.
Somewhere between the Spanish-American War and World
War 1 the US Navy began issuing the buttonless tops to
wear under their uniforms. Soon, especially in submarines

themselves. They are crepuscular as they are most active
at dawn and dusk. They don't taste sweetness but have an
extra organ that can taste scents in the air. They use their
whiskers to test what they can fit into. In addition, their
collar bones don't connect to other bones, allowing them
to squeeze into small spaces. In 2011 someone left her cat
thirteen million dollars, Stubbs, an orange tabby, is mayor
of the historic district of Talkeetna, Alaska.

When you visit the farm look for our cats realizing that
they are probably on the prowl doing their job. Observe
them for awhile. Perhaps you will see some of the
behaviors I've described. Perhaps you will discover
some I've overlooked. Enjoy them as we do!

and tropical climates, the sailors and marines only wore
the T-shirts as they were easily cleaned, inexpensive and
cooler. Soon they were being used in many jobs stateside
and quickly became the preferred shirt for boys. By 1920
T-shirt was in the dictionary and by the depression in 1929
farmers and ranchers were using them extensively.

The shirt became all the rage after
Brando wore one in the 1951 movie,
A Streetcar Named Desire. Soon colored and patterned shirts were being
worn by both sexes, By the fifties Tees
became a conduit for self expression,
protests, souvenirs, advertisement,
and branding after a number of companies in Miami, Florida realized how
easy images could be screen printed on
them. How many of us have bought
shirts from places we've been or concerts we've attended. Think of all the
I♥NY shirts or Dead Head shirts you've
seen over the years. By 1994 the shirt
printing industry was larger than the automotive industry, employing over a million people and grossing over 85
billion dollars per year. Our friend Rosie gives me a new
shirt every Christmas. She's run out
of Bob shirts so this year she found
one with a Monarch Caterpillar on it
saying Got Milkweed?
We

have been making our farm
camp T-shirts since 2000 and have
a different design for all of the years
since. Folks wearing our shirts have
sent us pictures from all over the
world including a Tel Aviv street
and the Great Wall of China! Periodically we get a note or Facebook
share of one seen somewhere in a
corner of our country. We hope you
enjoy the T-shirt exhibit. Perhaps you have some old shirts
that would be a great addition to our presentation? Drop
them off or send them in and I will add them to the
clotheslines.

Comings and Goings
Since our last newsletter, Bob and I have been across
our country as far west as Idaho and back on our
eclipse adventure or what we have come to call, “the
cousins tour”. We were invited by Sarah Carson to see
the 2017 eclipse at the home of her aunt and uncle,
Nancy and Andy Carson, in Wilson, Wyoming near
the Grand Tetons. Sarah, Kirsten’s friend, has joined
our family for many events. This was a chance, she
explained, to have her east coast “family “ meet some
of her own family. On the way, we planned to meet up
with Kirsten and our grandsons, Kelan and Reilly, in
South Dakota. So, Bob and I packed our little camper
and headed west. We had no specific plan except to
meet up with Kir on the 16th of August so we decided
to visit some of our family along the way.
First stop was Bob’s cousin, Tim Smith, in Belafonte,

Pa. I wish I could tell you all the serendipitous things
(like finding a milkweed garden in Tim’s dining room
where he was raising and hatching Monarch butterflies!) that we encountered along the way, but that’s a
story for another time. Onward to three of my cousins:
Leslie and Jack Clark in northern Indiana, Barbara
and Jamie Fulton, in lower Wisconsin, and Anita and
Robert Born, near St Paul, Minnesota. While there,
we also stopped in on an former student and old friend,
Fred Hamilton. We saw Taliesin, the home of Frank
Lloyd Wright, majestic mountains, fields with acres
of corn and sunflowers, Indian mines with deposits of
pipestone. We explored some of the Lewis and Clark
expedition trail, and lots of stops for roadside oddities!

We

met up with Kir and the boys in Bad Lands National
Park and from there explored Mt. Rushmore. We drove in two
cars, changing drivers and driving partners often, giving us a
chance to spend time with each other sharing the wonder of
our beautiful country and catching up.

Nancy

and Andy welcomed us and about 20
friends and relatives to
their beautiful round
home which faced the
Tetons at every turn.
They had been trail and
river guides before retirement, and their son
and daughter-in-law
took a bunch of us down
the Snake River in two
river rafts, battling the
currents and the wind
to take us around sand spits and obstructions. We learned so
much about the river, natural habitat and the area from these
experienced guides. At night, the black velvet of the night sky
was lit by trillions of stars. The fields of softly waving grasses
partially hid the tents of weekend visitors and a trampoline
which Reilly constantly used. He even brought his sleeping bag
out to sleep on it under the stars!

I am sure many of you watched the eclipse or have seen TV

accounts of this amazing celestial event. It was magnificent
in our location and an experience to remember as the day
changed to night and the temperature dropped dramatically.
We are looking forward to the next one visible in the northeast
on April 8th, 2024, and are adding up our minutes of actual
eclipse time to join the unique group who have witnessed one
hour of totality!

As we all parted with thanks to our gracious hosts, Bob and I

went a little further west to Pocatello, Idaho, and the home of
Bob’s cousin, Terry Smith. Touching base with family made
this trip so special and we thank you all for hosting us on our
expedition. We turned the camper east and headed home stopping lastly at the home of my second cousin, Ellen Novotny
Herman near State College, Pennsylvania. We arrived home
on Sunday, August 27th in time for the second set of a concert
by Brother Sun which was in progress and hosted by Benner’s
Farm and The Brookhaven, Port Jeff. Arts Council. Talk about
a full three weeks!

From there, we were in the throws of preparing for the Fall
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season, three festivals, (The Fiddle and Folk Festival, Long Island Apple Festival and our Harvest Festival), classes, courses
and lots of birthday parties! Of the three festivals, the Harvest
Festival surprised us most with attendance of over a thousand
people. The weather was perfect. Lots of new vendors joined
us in the field and the pumpkin field was cleaned out! Folks
enjoyed the hay wagon rides, the animals, food and music and
we are talking about making this a weekend event next year.
We have had to do that with our Strawberry Festival and it
worked out well, so look for a weekend

event this year, with more craft vendors, kids activities
and more pumpkins!
We

did have several rainy weekends this fall including
our 40th farm anniversary party, but as a whole, the farm
did well. We sadly said good-bye and good luck to Lindsey
Lefeber, teacher, keeper of the little store, and nitty gritty
expert. She and her fiance are headed to the Carolinas to
find their own piece of heaven. They are looking to have
their own farm and we are excited to see how they progress.

W elcome to
Emmett John
Bergeron,
born October
18th to Vera
and Brian
Bergeron
and big sister
Joleen. Vera
is the daughter of our long
time friends
John and Linda Jenkins
Fitz who now
are the proud
grandparents
of four! December 24th
brought the
birth of Elliott Hays to Jeff and Jackie Valentine Grossman. Big brother Oliver shared his 4th birthday with
the birth of little Elliott making this is a doubly special
day for their family! Congratulations to you all! Finally,
as the year ended, Renèe Wolf Calvin died on December
27th. Renèe was the mother of our friend Alexis Torchio
Wiedermann and was one of my partners in water aerobics.
Our prayers go out to her husband, Michael, and all her
children and grandchildren.
The

cold weather of
January has been good
for the Maple sap run
and as we begin to tap
trees and prepare for
our sugaring days, we
are also looking forward to Easter, Spring
Break Camp and the
opening of the farm
with all its new life and
excitement. Get outside and smell the air.
Spring is in there and
coming soon! I hope
all your comings
and goings are
invigorating!

Spring Break Fun...on the farm!
(children ages six to ten)
Designed for those of you who are not going on vacation over
the spring holiday. What better way to spend your spring vacation than joining in the outdoor fun we have planned here on
the farm! Kids will start seeds for their own gardens, watch
chicks hatch from eggs, help with farm chores, and care for the
new little goats and lambs, play lots of games, make unique
crafts and enjoy tractor rides and trips to the big swing. The
days will fly by and the memories will last for years to come!
(9AM.-1PM. $250) If you are busy part of the week, you may
register for a day or more at a daily rate. ($60) April 2nd - 6th.

Summer Camps
Programs are available by the week, half-day

(AM, 9-12 &
PM, 1-4) or Full Day (9-4) for kids 3-16. With a different theme
each day, campers are busy learning about animals, plants and
nature, history, science, crafts, and food. With fun and games
of all kinds, special guests, and creative endeavors, our campers
are assured of a wonderful and entertaining summer experience.
Seven full weeks are available this year. Every camper gets a
special limited edition farm T shirt. Snacks are provided morning
and afternoon. Full-day campers must bring their own lunch.

Our Kinder Kamp youngest group is specially designed for
tots and early school-aged children. We maintain a 6:1 camper
to counselor ratio with this group. This active hands-on program will surely delight your youngsters as they experience
and learn about the animals and plants of the farm. Crafts,
snacks, music, and lots of fun will be had by all. Classes are
small, so register early! Ages: 3 through 6 years.
Our Explorer group follows children through most of
their elementary years. It is the largest group of campers
and they participate in a range of exciting farm, nature
and craft experiences. Ages: 7 to 11 years.
The Senior camp group is designed to accommodate
our 12-16 year-old campers. These older campers will
spend their time delving deeper into the workings of the
farm as well as exploring interests in our ecological, historical and natural surroundings. Additionally, they will
be encouraged to participate in creative independent and
group projects and presentations.
All of these groups will be in close proximity to one
another and we are sensitive and flexible with siblings
and friends who wish to interact with one another.
Counselor In Training (CIT) program for select 15 through
16 year-olds who apply and meet our criteria. (Call for information)

Before and After-Care Available! 8-9AM and/or 4-5PM

Garden Corner: Herbs
It’s seed time. When I think seeds, I think herbs, flowers

and vegetables in that order. I used to have a huge herb
sale around Mother's Day offering potted herbs that I had
grown or bought at the Mecca of Herb sellers, Gilbertie's
Herb farm in Connecticut. We looked forward to our
yearly spring pilgrimage in our step van or minivan with
as many folks as could fit..leaving room for our precious
cargo on the return trip. I remember sitting curbside with
my cart full of green lush herbs chatting
with neighbors, with my herb books
on hand to answer questions I didn’t
know. Once, Old Joe, a local gentleman
of great age who walked everywhere,
stopped to inform me that his mother
would give willow bark tea if he had a
fever. I grabbed one of my books and
sure enough, willow bark is acetylsalicylic acid…the basis for aspirin.

Herbs have been around for a long time.

Depictions of
herbs have been found in cave paintings dating back to
13,000- 25,000 years BC. They have been used by all
cultures. Egyptians, Sumerians and
Chinese scholars all studied them; Romans and Greeks Crowned their leaders
with laurel and dill; and Hippocrates
listed 400 herbs in common use.

Herbs and Spices: Although often used

interchangeably, herbs are the fresh or
dried leaves of temperate plants and are
usually green in color while spices are
the flowers, fruit, seeds, bark or roots of tropical plants
and range in color from brown and black to tan, yellow
and red. Both were used to mask the flavor of bad meat
and especially in warmer climates, the spicier the food
the better chance one had to avoid getting sick. Hot
spicy food promotes sweating of the body and cooling of
the skin as well as stimulating the appetite. Many herbs

School Field Trips
We are booking now for both spring and

fall school trips. Our hands-on programs
allow children to pet and cuddle all our
farm babies and learn about life on a
farm. Extended trips allow time for group
demonstrations and a more involved tour.
We also provide hands-on Colonial farm
programs for elementary children both in
school or on the farm. Experiences are designed to show how folks lived many years
ago and allow children to try their hand at
doing some of the chores and crafts of yesteryear. Call us for more information.

The friend of physicians and the
Charlemagne
praise of cooks

were used in curing and preserving meat as it dried.

They were made into tinctures, tonics and teas and used

to treat a variety of physical ills, bites, stings, upsets and
injuries. Thomas Jefferson kept thorough records of his
gardens at his home, Monticello. On a visit there we found
lemon balm, sage, mint, thyme, chamomile, rosemary
and lavender in his kitchen garden. Some were added to
food to give it more flavor, some to deter
pests, disguise body odor, soothe the
stomaches, promote sleep, and battle the
many "humors of womankind".

By the 20th century, the introduction of

synthetic medicines spurred a decline in
the interest and use of herbs as health
care treatments until it was revived by
the resurgence of self sufficiency in the
60’s . Today, there has been renewed interest in these
lowly plants as we again turn to everything natural, herbal,
aroma therapeutic, and homeopathic.

I would urge you to take another look

at some of the better known herbs this
year. Beautiful delicate lavender for its
fragrance, hardy rosemary for fragrance,
flavor and an aid to memory, and parsley and cilantro for flavor accents and
appearance. There are many flavors of
mint to add to food, drinks, body care
ointments and salves. Oreganos, thymes,
sages to add to soups, stews and gravies
and the lovely echinacea cone flower for building immunity
to colds and flues. They are easy to grow, will add accents
to your garden and boost interesting topics of conversation
with friends and neighbors. We will include these in our
vegetable offerings at the farm this year. I hope you
will try some in your garden.

Easter Egg Weekend
Easter Egg Hunts
March 31st and April
1st, 12:30, 2:00 & 3:30 pm
Bring your own basket,
and a camera so you can
capture your little ones
as they discover bright
eggs filled with treats
hidden just for them!
Free with admission to
the farm. Come early,
spots are limited.

Mayday Celebration
Our 27th May Day Celebration will be held Sunday, May
6th. Bring the family and celebrate the coming of spring
with live music, dance, and flowers! Dance around the
maypole, enjoy live traditional music, feed and cuddle our
baby animals, and enjoy the traditional crafts, vendors
and food at our old-fashioned festival. Proceeds support
Homestead Arts Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to enriching our cultural heritage.

Workshops for Kids
Bunny Blast (kids 4 and up), April 7th

This hands-on bunny workshop allows children to hold and
snuggle with some of our new baby bunnies. Children will
learn about the care and feeding of rabbits, make a soft
bunny craft and more. Taught by Judy Wilson 10-12 $35

Caterpillars & Critters (kids 3 and up), April 14th

Make and take home a foot-long caterpillar that will grow
into a flower garden. Learn about the bugs and critters
that live in the garden. Taught by Erica Heilman 10-12 $35

Cuddle and Care for Barnyard Babies (kids 3 and up),
April 21st & May 19th Our popular introduction to our new

baby animals will run twice. Children will be introduced
to all of our baby animals and discover what they eat, how
they grow and how we take care of them. Choose the best
one for your schedule. Taught by Farm Staff, 10-12 $35

Feather their Nest (kids 5 and up), April 28th

The Baltimore Orioles have returned to the farm! Help all our
feathered friends build the softest nests ever by filling a mesh
bag with all sorts of surprising materials to take home. Watch
to see what the birds chose and see if you can find where they
built their nests.Taught by Erika Heilmann 10-12 $35

Eat Dirt You Worm (kids 5 and up), May 5th Learn

Strawberry Fair Weekend
Join us on June 10th and 11 th for an old-fashioned fun-filled

and delicious celebration of one of nature's finest treats.
Our organic strawberries will be chocolated, sundaed,
jammed, waffled and available by the pint or quart. Try
a sample of Bob’s famous strawberry ice cream and spend
the day on our farm playing old-fashioned games with your
children, listening to homemade music, enjoying the farm,
the animals, and having some good old-fashioned fun!

about worms: what they eat, how they live, why they are
important to us. They will study composting and make their
own "starter compost" with real red wrigglers. Taught by
Erika Heilmann 10-12 $35

Grow and Taste Garden (kids 5 and up), May 26th

It's Spring! Let's get our hands dirty and plant some seeds!
We'll plant an edible vegetable and flower garden to take
home, pick from our early spring garden and taste what your
seeds will grow to be! Taught by Erika Heilmann 10-12 $35

Sensational Strawberries (kids 4 and up), June 2nd

Join us as we hike to the strawberry ﬁeld, pick ripe fruit and
make delicious goodies to eat, take home and enjoy. Help transform our delicious strawberries into jam, ice cream, cupcakes
and more. Farm Staff, 10-12 $40

Workshops for Adults
Chicken Workshop April 28th Basic strategies to raise
a small flock. Housing , breeds, care, incubation, legality,
fertilizer and benefits will be discussed, 1-3 $35

Fiddle and Folk Fest
Three Stages, Great Music, Dance, Food and Fun. This year
featuring three great acts to be announced. This end of summer treat is held on Sept. 16th, 11 - 7. see: fiddleandfolk.com

Milking to Cheese Dairy Workshop May 19th

Learn about dairy animals, milk a goat, prepare the product, make butter and simple cheeses 1 - 3 $40

Register Online, bennersfarm.com

Calendar

February, Violet

1 Online registrations begin
2 Groundhog Day
13 Mardi Gras
14 Valentines Day
16 Chinese New Year of the Earth Dog
22-25 Workshops/visits for scouts
24 Maple Sugaring Demonstration

March, Daffodil
1
11
20
31

Full Sap Moon
Daylight Savings begins
Vernal Equinox, Spring begins 12:15PM
Full moon, Easter Egg Hunts at 1:00, 2:30 & 3:45

April, Daisy

Saturday Events
Benner’s Farm is open to the public six weekends, 12-4 P.M. from Easter Weekend, April 8th &
9th through our Strawberry Festival weekend
June 9th & 10th. Our nominal fee of $8/Adult and $6/
Seniors/Child, (2-16) (tax included) entitles you to
visit with our animals, walk through our nature
trails and participate in special events and public
talks. Our special Baby Barnyard weekends will
be featured April 7 & 8, May 19 & 20 to introduce
you to all our new animals.
Birthday Parties, Weddings and Private Parties
can be arranged by calling our office at 631-689-

After School for Kids

1 Easter Egg Hunts at 1:00, 2:30 & 3:45, 		
Mommy and Me Our popular program for 2 and
April Fools Day
3
year olds in which parent (or care giver) and child
2-6 Spring Break Fun on Farm Camp starts
explore
their senses as they learn about the farm by
7 Open Weekends 12-4 for Baby Barnyards
seeing,
touching,
smelling, hearing and even tasting.
7 Kids Workshop 1 Bunny Blast,
A
snack,
a
song
and
activity complete the fun of each
14 Kids Workshop 2 Caterpillars and Critters
session.
17 Mommy and Me and other courses begin
Farm Fun is for young farmers aged 4-6. Meet and
21 Kids Workshop 3 Cuddle and Care
learn
about a new animal each session. Learn about
22 Earth Day, Passover begins,
spring
on the farm by growing plants and holding
		 Trash to Treasure Bazaar
and
feeding
farm babies.
28 Kids Workshop 4 Feather their Nest		
Down
on
the
Farm Boys and girls 7 and up learn
		 Chicken workshop, adults
about
farm
life
through hands-on experience with
29 Full Egg Moon,
animals,
gardens
and chores. This spring we will
May, Lily
study
baby
animals,
incubate and hatch eggs, plant
6 Mayday Celebration
seeds
and
grow
food.
This active hour reinforces re12-13 Mothers Day Herb and Plant Sale Weekend
sponsibility
and
group
cooperation.
15 2nd sessions Mommy and Me etc. start

12
		
13
		
19
		
26
29

Sheep and Fiber Weekend,
Kids Workshop 5 Eat Dirt you Worm
Sheep and Fiber Weekend,
Sheep Shearing, Fiber Days
Kids Workshop 6 Cuddle and Care,
Dairy Workshop, (10-adults)
Kids Workshop 7 Grow and Taste Garden
Full Flower Moon

June, Rose

CALL FOR DATES AND TIMES
631-689-8172 or bennersfarm.com

The Little Store
A large assortment of seasonal goods: garden seedlings,
produce, eggs, t-shirts, jams, honey, soaps and other farm
products. Open weekends in the spring, noon till four

Directions to Benner's Farm

2 Kids Workshop 8 Sensational Strawberries
9-10 Strawberry Fair Weekend
21 Summer Solstice 6:07AM
25 First Week of Camp, other weeks start,
July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6, 13th.
28 Full Strawberry Moon

July, Larkspur

4 Independence Day
27 Full Buck Moon

August, Gladiolus

12-13 Perseid Meteor showers
26 Full Sturgeon Moon

September, Aster

16 Fiddle & Folk Fest
E-Mail address: folks@bennersfarm.com
Web site: www.bennersfarm.com
Register for Courses and Camp online!

Exit 62 L.I.E. North, (Nichols Rd.), to 25A, East 5 lights, Right
on Old Town Rd. (at Apple Bank). Right at Stop sign, (Gnarled
Hollow Rd.). Second and Third driveway on Right side.

